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What an exciting time for Fort Worth Academy! The 2022-2023 school year was bursting with
achievements, learning, and fun. This past year we renewed our focus on inclusivity by encouraging
our community to “Be Here, Be You, Belong,” and our students were the first to share how much
they appreciated the welcoming and inclusive nature of FWA.

Further achievements from this past year include the addition of key positions, including our school
nurse, counselor and librarian. Additionally, FWA and our Board of Trustees continued to prioritize
the safety of our students, school and campus. In doing so, we improved the security of our campus
perimeter and technology, along with the addition of our wonderful full time security guard, Officer
Ladda.

We are encouraged by our community’s feedback which is demonstrated through our strong
retention of our students, achieving 100% ‘Blazer Giving participation, and the continued
endorsement of FWA to other families. We are so thankful to the parents, grandparents, teachers
and staff who support us in delivering on our statement, the best education begins here!

It is our incredible FWAmily that creates the spirit of innovation, excellence and collaboration. 
Thank you for generously supporting FWA and our mission!

Warmly,



Fort Worth Academy is a K to 8th grade school that
empowers young people to think critically, lead with
empathy, and collaborate effectively, to become the

innovators and problem solvers of tomorrow. 
Our students become self-aware, self-driven,

courageous, confident, and creative Trailblazers.

FWA MISSIONFWA MISSION
Who we are:



AN ELITE  PROGRAMAN ELITE  PROGRAM
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P r o j e c t  b a s e d  l e a r n i n g  a l l o w s
s t u d e n t s  t o  c o l l a b o r a t e ,  l e a r n  t o

e x p r e s s  a n d  a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ,
w h i l e  l i s t e n i n g  t o  o t h e r s  a n d

c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e i r  i d e a s .  T h e r e  i s  n o
s i n g l e  “ r i g h t ”  a n s w e r  t o  a n y

q u e s t i o n .  S t u d e n t s  a r e  m o r e  e n g a g e d ,
e m p o w e r e d ,  a n d  a l l o w e d  t o  “ o w n ”

b o t h  t h e  p r o c e s s  a n d  o u t c o m e  o f
t h e i r  l e a r n i n g .  

F o r t  W o r t h  A c a d e m y  e m p o w e r s
s t u d e n t s  b y  t e a c h i n g  t h e

a t t r i b u t e s  o f  E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p ,
L e a d e r s h i p ,  a n d  I n n o v a t i o n .  T h i s
i n i t i a t i v e  i s  f u l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o

t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  a t  a l l  g r a d e  l e v e l s ,
a n d  p o s i t i o n s  s t u d e n t s  a s

b r e a k t h r o u g h  t h i n k e r s  a n d  d o e r s .  

F o r t  W o r t h  A c a d e m y  s t u d e n t s  a r e
g i v e n  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  e x p l o r e
t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s .  W i t h  e l e c t i v e s  s u c h

a s  W i l d  a t  F W A  a n d  O u t d o o r
S u r v i v a l ,  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a n  e y e

t o w a r d s  t h e  o u t d o o r s  a r e  a b l e  t o
l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h o s e  p a s s i o n s .

D r a m a ,  V i s u a l  A r t s ,  R o c k  B a n d  a n d
F a b r i c a t i o n  a l l o w  s t u d e n t s  t o

e x p l o r e  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  a r t s .
A d d i t i o n a l  e l e c t i v e s  i n c l u d e

E x p l o r i n g  E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  F u t u r e
T e a c h e r  T r a i n i n g .
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Our very own Ms. Kowalski is the recipient of this year's Sister Cities
Volunteer of the Year. She is always intellectually curious, friendly,
encouraging, and enthusiastic. This year, she assisted multiple sister

cities with their exchanges. She is always willing with a “yes, what
time do you need me?” to any requests Sister Cities has for her.
Congratulations Ms. Kowalski, and thank you for all that you do!

ACCOMPLISHMENTSACCOMPLISHMENTS
HIGHL IGHTED

Third Grade teacher, Mrs. Belyeu presented at the Maryland State
Conference on Gifted and Talented Education.  She hopes educators

will walk away from her presentation, "Ready Player 1: Game
Development in the Gifted Classroom," with greater confidence and

innovative ideas to incorporate digital and physical game development
into their gifted curriculum.  Way to go, Mrs. Belyeu!

Eighth grader Izzy Ritter was awarded
NASA's You've Got Perseverance Award

for her hard work, dedication, and
determination. 

Middle School Science Teacher, Mrs. Parker,
was recognized as one of Limitless Space

Institute's Educators and as a Space
Foundation Teacher Liaison.

Every year, Madeworthy features either
the best teachers or the best students
in Fort Worth. Schools nominate their
top students, and Madeworthy says 

"being a 'top student' doesn't just mean 'the smartest' or 'the most
popular.' A top student has the ability to act as a beautiful human
being, bringing care and respect into a community without being

concerned with what they'll get back." Eighth grader Will Conner was
selected as part of the 2023 Class of Madeworthy's 

Top Students in Fort Worth!

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZiNj2w1btGSJ7AR-SfW74hrT0q6BpR9Pl2ugbxyJq2CexHcE29JYnY6cB1HAtLsVry4jbtCkp0N3KZd9CYT1VhU-sMTmhCTAiB7uUc4S0OW5xaXs3Afvp5IOD86FlGheYRyddE0OJSr3W7go54jO-Fyt_hCXcNme_gxxIdwv-SshsPWx8KBrcVQeb91o5yd6wUBGc7invJw=&c=uOhioAlJud0wllCZA3MgXkj9og4U0sheXrqEoJytUd--R7OJIqvlAw==&ch=kFHhOfPFEgWOaTc2-8zV-2jKd8TY_imwiQj9xxbiMmfTMHSdkK-hiA==


OPERATING BUDGETOPERATING BUDGET

Tuition*
Contributions / Fundraising
Student and Other Fees
Extracurricular Activities
Other
Total Revenue

May 2023 Financials
Fort Worth Academy's fiscal year is July 1 - June 30

Revenues

Expenses
*net including financial aid

Salaries and Benefits
Instructional Equip. and             
Student Activities
Facilities and Maintenance 
Advancement
Other Expenses**
Total Expenses 

$3,644,984
358,621
384,798
104,506

49,194
4,796,040

$3,450,684
365,584

433,370
118,543
184,607

4,573,962

77%
10%

9%
3%
1%

75%
8%

9%
3%
5%

** including Cafeteria, Yearbook, Parents’ Club, Postage, etc.



EXPENDITURESEXPENDITURES
Student centric

P.B.L.
supplies E.L.I.

initiatives
Midwinterim

House
activities

Art of
Philanthropy

MakerspaceS.E.L.
learning

Library

Fine
Arts

School and
community

events
Athletics

opportunities
Student

technology

At Fort Worth Academy, we value giving students unique, meaningful experiences.
Our commitment to small class sizes ensures each student has both personalized
attention and a caring relationship with their teachers—the number one predictor for
higher achievement. Fort Worth Academy teachers know how to challenge students
while building their confidence to take risks and lean into ambiguity. They help
students explore their interests in areas such as the arts, service learning, and athletics,
while working to ensure their students experience the joy of learning, nourishing them
to be more creative and curious than the day they enrolled.  



100% ANNUAL FUND100% ANNUAL FUND

Thank you to the entire FWA community!  
It is truly remarkable that Fort Worth Academy

reached 100%  participation in 2022! 
Your participation makes all the difference!

What is 'Blazer Giving?

We are
All In!

participation

239
‘Blazer Giving

donations made

Parents
Grandparents

& Friends

Faculty &
Staff

'Blazer Giving is our annual giving program that directly impacts our
greatest assets—our students and teachers. 'Blazer Giving supports the
Fort Worth Academy operational budget for the current school year,
and is a critical part of what helps to make the Fort Worth Academy
experience exceptional. 

Board of
Trustees



C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  P A R E N T
P A R T Y  O F  T H E  Y E A R !

EXTRAVAGANZAEXTRAVAGANZA

Extravaganza is the parent party of the year! This fun night is coordinated by FWA’s Parents’ Club. 
The 2023 effort was lead by: Morgan Cooper, Jackie Karlsson, Jaime Loke and Sara Murphy. 

This beloved event raised over $145,000 in funds for FWA. 
Thank you Parents’ Club!  Save the date for Extravaganza 2024: March 1



BECAUSE OF OUR DONORSBECAUSE OF OUR DONORS
WE ARE ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH GREAT THINGS

Smart Boards have been added to all ten Lower
School classrooms.  Additional Middle School
elective offerings, including Podcast Explorers and
Outdoor Survival.

Expanded professional development for all
teachers, including in-depth exploration of learning
and learning variations with the latest neuro-
developmental research.

Fort Worth Academy added four, full-time
instructional staff members, including
a Lower School Spanish teacher and two
Kindergarten aides.

Continued efforts to keep our 20 gated acres
beautiful and safe with a full-time security guard.  



BECAUSE OF OUR DONORSBECAUSE OF OUR DONORS

The E.L.I.T.E. (Entrepreneurs, Leaders,
and Innovators Talking about their
Experiences) speaker series provides
students the opportunity to hear from
successful entrepreneurs, leaders, and
innovators. The Board of Trustees has
taken on expanding this initiative to bring
even more expert voices to speak to FWA
students. 

WE ARE ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH

The "Get Wild at FWA" elective class provides
middle school students the opportunity to discover
and understand the conservation needs of the
natural environment on our campus. Students
survey the landscape, learn what wildlife is present,
build bee homes, monitor bluebird nest boxes, and
build campfires. This class helps students develop a
passion for nature conservation and also prepares
students to turn their knowledge into community
contributions.

At the beginning of the 2023-24 school year,
FWA outfitted all Lower School classrooms
with  upgraded interactive whiteboards.
Smart Board technology in the classroom
enriches FWA instruction by taking a typical
lesson and turning it into a fun, more
interactive one.



A CULTURE OF
PHILANTHROPY
A CULTURE OF

PHILANTHROPY

Collaboration at Fort Worth Academy emphasizes inclusivity and empathy, which, in turn,
naturally fosters philanthropy. A spirit of empathy is exhibited by FWA students on a daily
basis.  Many of our students bring to life their own individual altruistic callings, and those
student driven endeavors are widely supported here at Fort Worth Academy. This
benevolent spirit is expanded upon in 8th grade when all students participate in the Art of
Philanthropy elective class. During this class, students research and select charities to
support with a designated amount of donated funds. The Spring 2023 eighth grade Art of
Philanthropy elective spent the semester researching charitable organizations. The class
culminated with the decision to donate $750 to Don’t Forget to Feed Me, $750 to Alliance
for Children, and $1,000 to Exodus Road.



WHY DO YOU GIVE?WHY DO YOU GIVE?
W H A T  I N S P I R E S  O U R  D O N O R S ?

"We believe in the mission of Fort Worth Academy and have
experienced how this school lives by its principles...  We give because we

believe that this school is an educational pillar in Fort Worth. No other
school in the area provides the environment that FWA does, and it

deserves our support. We want FWA to continue to thrive and grow so that
our grandkids can be students here." 

- Farhan and Semi Ali

"As former Fort Worth Academy parents, we are still honored to share
our abilities to donate/discount our services to show our support and
appreciation to the school and the faculty that not only enriched our
son, but all the students. We will continue to support FWA in years to
come, too. It is actually our honor to work with FWA and see all the

positive attributes that they bring to the students and the community."
 - Todd & Michelle Stiles

“The Fort Worth Academy community has given our
children so much; we give in gratitude to their

mission of acceptance, belonging, and
inspiration.”

- Matt and Yvette Dzurik

“I think the class size and the family feeling make FWA very unique. 
The extra attention shown to all the students due to the class sizes is really

effective. I hope that the contributions going forward will continue to
provide a more well rounded educational experience for all of the students.

One of my favorite things is the role the middle school science educators
play in making the FWA science experience friendly and inspiring.” 

- Steve Washuta



LEADERSHIP DONORS
($1,200 - $25,000+)
PHILANTHROPIST 
In Loving Memory of Dr. Adam J. Lankford

FOUNDER
The Brooks and Machado Families
Stephen Coslik
Sarah and Alan Davis
Pete and Beckie Geren
The Livingston Family
Ryan and Sara Murphy
Chip Payne
Dr. Brian and Lynn Ranelle
Lexi Robertson and Shawn Smith

ENTREPRENEUR
Anonymous (2)
Semi and Farhan Ali
Chad and Linda Bradford
Hunter Dobbratz and Virginia Dalbeck
Skip and Shannon Elders
Nancy L. Hallman
The Harrington Family
Erin and Jim Martin
Jim and Lara Newman
The Simmons Family
Charles and Rosemary Stark 

INNOVATOR
Anonymous (2)
Brad and Jennifer Butcher
Joseph and Maurine Dajcs
William and Nancy Davis
Catherine Espinoza and Fernando Garcia
The Handy Family
Rob and Linda Harman
The Hartley Family
The Hatch Family
Cheryle Hays
The Helm Family
Karen and Stephen Howell
Johnathan and Jennifer Killebrew
Libby and Garrett Marler
The Mowery Family
Chris and Kathryn Oldham
Mark and Shannon Russell
The Spanier Family
The Yoon Family
SkyBleu Young

'BLAZER GIVING 2022-2023'BLAZER GIVING 2022-2023
T H A N K  Y O U

Anonymous (44)
Katie and Tommy Abercrombie
Emmanuel Abiamuwe and Nene Nwoko
The Aliahmad Family
Garrett Allen
The Ashcraft Family
Ulises Asprilla
The Austin Family
Mary Bailey
Precious and Sam Beaver
Derek and Katie Bell
Bridget and Joe Belyeu
Angela Bly
Rhonda Bodiford
Elizabeth Bonin
Lizann Bonin
Bill Broderick
Layna and Leo Bui
Karen Bullock
The Campbell Family
The Carrillo Family
Kristin Castillo
Leocardia and David Chatsama
Hira Chaudhary
Hebron Chester
Luiza Barros & Bruno Coelho
Ana Cole
The Congleton Family
The Cooper Family
In Honor of Jerry Singleton
The Davis Family
Emily Dito
In Honor of Mrs. Emily Dito
Kalyani Doddy-Munoz
Betsy Erskine
Leslie Erwin
Expedition Oral Surgery
Anthony Farnsworth
The Fitzwater Family
Scott and Brooke Fleischauer
Flower Snobs - Cityview Florist and Gifts
The Gaede-Jaye Family
Marcia Garoon
The Garraway Family
Bryan and Whitney Gaydos
Michael and Courtney Gilson
The Gopalan Family
The Gutierrez Family

LOYALTY DONORS 
($1 - $1,199)



'BLAZER GIVING 2022-2023'BLAZER GIVING 2022-2023
T H A N K  Y O U

LOYALTY DONORS 
($1 - $1,199)
Rachel Hackworth
Harper Handy
Andrew Hawkins and Nettie Davidson
Bret Hendrickson
Yvette and Adrian Hernandez
C. Hicks and Dee Taylor
Chandra Hough
Blake and Jaclyn Howell
Jason Howell
Lindsey Hubbell
Linda Hubbell
The Hutchinson Family
Maria and Orlando Jaimes
Dan and Isela Jefferson
Jackie and Calle Karlsson
Alena Keene-Carlson
Cole Kellam
Jami and Jason Kern
Kenneth and Diana Kirkwood
Kimberly Kowalski
Paulette Krehlik
Drs. Nuha and Darren Lackan
Sid and Carrie Lange
Laura Laurent
Kelsey Lemons
The Lerma Family
Jaime Loke and Family
Nicole Qiaozhi Lu and Daniel Beltran
Thomas and Rebecca Lucas
Mary Luker
Ray and Edith Martin
Megan and Tim Martin
Amber and Angel Martinez
Wade McBride
Jacque McCollum
Ryan and Megan McConnell
Ben and Holly Romero
James and Joy McHugh
Garrett McNutt
Gary and Yuliya Medlin
Zach and Ericka Miller
Charlie and Leslie Mitchell
James and Judith Moyer
Yaniv and Mika Nachmias
Jason and Stephanie Nolen
Arely Ogaz
MaryEmily Pardue
Lauren and Bradley Parker

The Parks Family
Liz Perez
Mindy and Brian Poitevent
Pat and Marsha Powers
Charlene Radic
The Raesz Family
Shanda and Brantley Ranelle
In Honor of Sam Reck
Anna Reznikov
Sharon Rice
In Honor of Sharon Rice
The Ritter Family
Laura Rivera
Darla Robinson
Danielle Rosenberg
Michael Ross
The Rutledge Family
Sarah Saleh
Niv Sason
Mr. Michael and Dr. April Sawey
Logan and Ray Serzanin
Sivan & Alex Shihmanter
In honor of John Shipp
Eve Shulman
The Singh Family
Jesmin and Jonathan Smith
Cindy Speirs
Halden Conner and Kate Stevens
Paige and Scott Stephens
Chris and Katey Stimek
Jacqueline Talley and Chad Melton
The Thompson Family
Jolee Tidwell
Mark and Susan Titus
The Tomechko Family
Kelly and Josiah Trager 
Marla Turner
Shad Turner
Kathy Uhr
Michael Walker
Amy and Keith Webster
In Memory of Richard Wooten
Charles & Elizabeth Yeargain



Leo and Layna Bui
Karen Bullock

Bruno, Luiza and Helena Coelho
Joseph and Maurine Dajcs

The DeQuesada Family
Virginia, Hunter and Lively Dobbratz 

Abigail and John Dzurik
Skip and Shannon Elders

Chandra Hough
The Jefferson Family

The Knitel Family
Kimberly Kowalski

Margie Lane
The McConnell Family

The Murphy Family
The Newman Family 

MaryEmily Pardue
Mindy and Brian Poitevent

The Raesz and Geren Families
The Ranelle Family

John and Darla Robinson
Ben and Anders Smith

The Spanier Family
The Stark Family

The Tidwell Family
Dr. Jo-Anne van der Vat-Chromy

Deborah Wade
The Yeargain Family

Sky-Bleu Young's Family 
The FWA Class of 2031

MARLA TURNER 
LOWER SCHOOL MUSIC FUND

MARLA TURNER 
LOWER SCHOOL MUSIC FUND

We remember Mrs. Marla Turner



Your gift toward ‘Blazer Giving
is an opportunity to express
your gratitude for Fort Worth
Academy while supporting
essential needs for this school
year! Let’s be ALL IN, AGAIN!
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CLICK HERE TO
SUPPORT THE 23-24 SCHOOL YEAR

IT'S 'BLAZER
GIVING TIME!
IT'S 'BLAZER

GIVING TIME!

https://crm.bloomerang.co/HostedDonation?ApiKey=pub_4089332f-5185-11ee-9007-06d616d7ff43&WidgetId=32768
https://crm.bloomerang.co/HostedDonation?ApiKey=pub_4089332f-5185-11ee-9007-06d616d7ff43&WidgetId=32768

