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Dear Fort Worth Academy Community,

As we reflect on the last school year, 2023-24, we are filled with pride and gratitude for all
that we have accomplished together.

One of our most significant collective achievements was earning accreditation from the
Independent Schools Association of the Southwest (ISAS). This recognition affirms the
strength of our educational program, the dedication of our faculty and staff, and the
vibrant learning environment we cultivate. 

This year, we also had the extraordinary opportunity to witness the solar eclipse together
as a family. In addition to the viewing experience, our campus enjoyed special visits by
experts in the space field leading up to the event.

Another shining moment was when our own Lauren Parker was one of just eight middle
school teachers from across the United States selected to participate in a parabolic flight
aboard the ZERO-G G-Force One Aircraft. Mrs. Parker’s students developed a series of
research projects tailored for the Zero-G experience. This extraordinary opportunity not
only underscored Mrs. Parker’s commitment to innovative education, but it also
highlighted the ingenuity and creativity of our students.

Dr. Shannon R. Elders

Message from the 
Head of School

In the 2023-2024 school year the fourth grade students
founded “Swingles”, an initiative to bring swings to FWA.
They have demonstrated the power of initiative and
collaboration with their strategic fundraising efforts that
will ultimately bring swings to our playground. 

There is so much to be proud of here at Fort Worth
Academy! Your support and commitment are what make
FWA such a special place and enable us to provide the
very best for our students. As we look to the future, we
are excited about the opportunities that await and the
shared experiences that will continue to shape FWA.

Warmly,



Fort Worth Academy

Fort Worth Academy empowers young people to
think critically, lead with empathy, and
collaborate effectively, to become the

innovators and problem solvers of tomorrow.
Our students become self-aware, self-driven,

courageous, confident, and creative Trailblazers. 

Our Mission
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The above figures are unaudited.
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Facilities & Security ........... 
Advancement ......................
Other Expenses*...................

74%

8%
11%

2%
5%

*Includes: Cafeteria, Yearbook, Parents’ Club,
Postage, etc.

Tuition & Fees ..................
Fundraising .........................
Extracurricular Activities ....
Designated Contributions ..
Other ..................................
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2023 - 2024 Financials
Fort Worth Academy



FWA’s budgeting reflects
our core values

Student-Centric
Expenditures

co
llaboration

pr
oje

ct-based learning

ex
cellence
inclusion



re
sil

ie
nc

e a
nd grit

curiousity

empathy

in
no

vation



In 2024 Fort Worth Academy completed a two year
accreditation process and became an esteemed
member of the Independent School Association of the
Southwest. 

Highlighted Achievements

Accreditation Attained

Solar Eclipse
In 2024, we all experienced the solar eclipse
together, and students were visited by Lisa
Hubbard, former NASA Einstein Fellow and
Teacher in Residence for Sally Ride Science, and
Dr. Jeffrey Bennett, astronomer and author of a
beloved series of children’s books.

Student Experiments go to Space
FWA’s own Lauren Parker, a Limitless Space
Educator and recipient of the ISS National Lab
Tony So Excellence in Education Award, was
one of eight middle school teachers from across
the U.S. selected to participate in a parabolic
flight aboard the ZERO-G G-Force One Aircraft.
During this unique experience, she conducted
research experiments designed and developed
by her students while experiencing the
weightlessness of space. Each project aligned
with NASA’s research priorities and provided
our students with a year-long hands-on
learning opportunity. 

2023-2024



Influencer Series

and staff member by highlighting them as
influencers in our weekly newsletter.
Through thoughtful questions, this project
showcased what makes each person
unique, fostering a deeper sense of
connection and appreciation within the
FWAmily. The Swingles

Fort Worth Academy fourth graders brought
to life a journey and commitment to add
swings to the FWA campus. This endeavor has
not only highlighted their creativity,
leadership, and determination but it has also
demonstrated the spirit of giving that is at the
heart of the FWA community. The Swingles
were even able to pitch their plan to Mrs.
Quisenberry from the Ninnie L. Baird
Foundation, resulting in a $5,000 grant
towards their project. Their fundraising
efforts are ongoing today and will leave a
lasting legacy for students to enjoy. 

During the 2023-2024
school year, FWA

celebrated the
individuality of every

student, faculty, 



‘Why does ’Blazer Giving matter?
‘Blazer Giving is the one time of the
year where we unite to share our
support Fort Worth Academy. Your
generous contributions support
our students, teachers, and overall
operational excellence, ensuring
that FWA thrives.

Congratulations
to our donors!

193
‘Blazer Giving

donations
made! $112k

critical funds
raised!

94%
‘Blazer Giving
participation 

in 23-24!



Boots & Blazers

Extravaganza 2024

Extravaganza is the largest 
parent event of the year! All funds

raised go directly towards
supporting Fort Worth Academy's

innovation, academic excellence,
and superior student experience.

The 2024 event raised 
over $160,000  for FWA students

and teachers! 



Thanks to the unwavering support of our
donors, FWA is proud to maintain a full-time
security guard, ensuring the safety and well-
being of our community.

Your Impact

Upgraded security remains a priority

New golf cart realized
Thanks to the generosity of our
Extravaganza Paddles Up donors, FWA
was able to enhance our campus resources
by upgrading the golf cart, benefiting both
athletics programs and campus patrol.

Sunshades replaced
The funds raised during Extravaganza
also allowed for the much needed
replacement of four sunshades located
throughout Talbott Fields. 

Because of our donors...



Your Impact

In 2022, FWA proudly introduced three key
student support positions: a Nurse, a School
Counselor, and a Librarian. Your generosity
allows us to continue prioritizing the
addition of dedicated experts who truly
understand our students as individuals
while fostering meaningful relationships
that nurture growth and well-being.

ELITE Speaker Series expanded
The E.L.I. Initiative is a large part of the
FWA experience. One way we
incorporate it is through our ELITE
(Entrepreneurs, Leaders, and
Innovators Talking about their
Experiences) Speaker Series. During the
23-24 school year, Fort Worth Academy
brought in more ELITE speakers than
ever.  These talented experts  enhance
our students' exposure to real world
careers, the abundance of opportunity,
and the vast diversity of leadership.

Exceptional student support programming 

Because of our donors...



We choose to support 
Fort Worth Academy because it
has reignited our son's love for

learning. The personalized
attention, project-based

approach, and supportive
community transformed his

experience from disengaged to
thriving. FWA isn’t just a school;

it’s where curiosity, creativity, and
growth truly come alive.

Family Testimony

Why do you give?

FWA Parent



‘Blazer Giving
2023-2024

T H A N K  Y O U  D O N O R S !

LEADERSHIP DONORS
($25,000+ - $1,200)
Anonymous (4)
In Honor of the 2024 Graduates
Farhan and Semi Ali
Alex and Emily Aronoff
Chris and Amber Butler
Joseph and Maurine Dajcs
Virginia Dalbeck and Hunter Dobbratz
Skip and Shannon Elders
Michael and Courtney Gilson
David, Bobbie and Corbin Hatch
Nancy Hallman
Timothy and Christina Hardman
Cheryle Hays
Karen and Stephen Howell
Adam and Killiane Hubbell
Mark and Katie Kalpakis
Johnathan and Jennifer Killebrew
Don and Cherie Livingston
James and Joy McHugh
The Murphy Family
Jason and Maggie Mowery
Jim and Lara Newman
Kathryn and Chris Oldham
Dr. and Mrs. Ryan Partovi
Dr. Brian and Mrs. Lynn Ranelle
Lexi Robertson and Shawn Smith
Jack and Rebecca Simmons
Dongjin Yoon and Hyeanjin Choi

LOYALTY DONORS 
($1,199 - $1)
Anonymous (44)
In Honor of the 8th Grade Students
Katie and Tommy Abercrombie
The Abiamuwes
Carrie and Seth Ahlborn
Davide Aletti
Garrett Allen
Sue Anderson
Ulises Asprilla
Tony and Jacqueline Barrett
The Beaver Family
Derek and Katie Bell
Nicole Lu and Daniel Beltran
Joe, Bridget and Imani Belyeu
Angela Bly
Elizabeth Bonin
The Boone Family
Joseph Bordelon
Linda and Chad Bradford
Karen Bullock
Brad and Jennifer Butcher
The Canard Family
Alena Keene-Carlson
Kristin Castillo
The Chatsama Family
Hira Chaudhary
Nisha Chawla
Helena, Luiza Barros and Bruno Coelho
Ana Cole
Sherry Congleton
William Conner
Tiffeny & Ronnie Cunningham
Kelly and Chris Dalton
Luvleen Dharni
Leslie Erwin
Maria Novoa and Faisal Farah 
Brian and Marisol Farda
Anthony Farnsworth
Chris Fershtand
The Fitzwater Family
Mark and Emma Fitz
Amanda Frazier
Steve Gordan and Candace Fyfe
Marcia and Glen Garoon



The Garraway Family
Bryan and Whitney Gaydos
Adrian Gonzales
Hazel Gonzalez
Kelli Grace
The Handy Family
Andrew Hawkins
Doremi Hejny
Bret Hendrickson
Clayton and Tiffany Holbrook
Blake and Jaclyn Howell
Lilly Howell
Frederick and Linda Hubbell
Lindsay Hubbell
Chris and Jessica Hutchinson
The Jaimes Family
Marissa, Brooke, & Sia Gaede-Jaye
Pamela Johnson
Jami and Jason Kern
The Kirkwood Family
Dean and Paulette Krehlik
Kimberly Kowalski
Darren and Nuha Lackan
Davis Laker
Laura Laurent
The Lemons Family
Maria Lerma
Mary Luker
Marco's Pizza
The Martin Family
Angel and Amber Martinez
Amanda Matyastik
Jacque McCollum
Ryan P. and Megan D. McConnell Family
Shawn and Alison McMahon
Garrett McNutt
Gary and Yuliya Medlin
Zach, Ericka and Ellie Miller
Charles and Leslie Mitchell
Amber and Iveigh Mose
James and Judith Moyer
Lakshmi Mukka
Doddy-Munoz Family
Maria Neblett

LOYALTY DONORS 
($1,199 - $1)

Jason and Stephanie Nolen
Arely Ogaz
Bill and MaryEmily Pardue
Krutarth and Depal Parikh
Bradley and Lauren Parker
Hilary Parker
The Parks Family
Tim Pease & Beth Kush
Pedroza Family
Liz Perez
David and Abigail Pickard
Brian and Mindy Poitevent
Mahesh Prajapati
Boyan and Charlene Radic
Brantley and Shanda Ranelle
Fred and Mary Reagor
Samuel Reck
Ravindranath Reddy
Sharon Rice
John and Darla Robinson
Danielle Rosenberg
April Sawey
Cindy Seck
The Serzanin Family
Lauren Singh
Rob and Lauren Sorokolit
Cindy Speirs
Raed Jabaji and Rosie Staal
Douglas and Britt Stark
Rosemary and Charles Stark
Scott and Paige Stephens
Gavin and Mackenzie Thompson
Clay and Jolee Tidwell
Mark and Susan Titus
Dana Tomechko
Shad and Katie Turner
Sharon Turner
Steve and Kathy Uhr
Arnaldo Martinez Villalonga Family
Valerie Washington
Keith and Amy Webster
SkyBleu Young
Bartley Zaino
Remy Zingale

T H A N K  Y O U  D O N O R S !

‘Blazer Giving
2023-2024



A Culture of Philanthropy
Following our students’ lead,

Fort Worth Academy promotes
a culture of philanthropy.

8
th G

rade Art of Philanthropy

Internatio
n
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ay of peace 

4th Grade Swingles



Support FWA!
MAKE AN IMPACT FOR 2024-2025
Parents, grandparents and friends— ‘Blazer
Giving is Fort Worth Academy's annual fund
campaign that directly impacts our greatest
assets - our students and our teachers! All
‘Blazer Giving funds immediately go towards
elevating the FWA experience this school year.

Click here to make your
impactful gift TODAY!

https://www.fwacademy.org/support/ways-to-give.cfm

